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SIR, 

(> E of your earlieft correfpondents gave us an account of a 
. worthy Baronet, a relation of his, who {pent all his life in- 
tending todo many things, without ever having actually done any 
thing. ‘Though this may not be a ufeful, it feems to mea very 
harmilefs way of pafling one’s days. Iam the wife, Sir, of quite 
another kind of gentleman. My hufband, Mr Bufile, always does 
things firft, and then thinks of them afterwards, 

‘One of the moft important concerns of his life, I muft own to 
you, he conducted in this manner, and I was his accomplice. We 
married on three days acquaintance at the houfe of a relation of 
his, where we happened to meet on a vifit. We have, however, 
been a very decently happy couple, and have a family of very 
fine children. Mr Buftle indeed does not depend very much 
on us for the happinefs of his hfe, and he has no time 
for conferring much happinefs or beftowing much attention 
onus. He is of foactive a {pirit, fo bufy, fo conftantly employ- 
ed, that pleafures of a domeftic or a quiet kind do not enter at all 
into his plan of life. 

His father was a careful ceconomical man, and left him in a very 
comfortable fituation, with a large eftate, a fet of thriving tenants, a 
good houfe, a well laid out farm, and a well ftocked garden. When 
we went home, we had nothing to do, as the faying is, but to draw 
in our chairs and fit down, But fitting, however much at his eafe, 
was not my hufband’s way. He foon made a great deal of bufi- 
nefs, though he had found none. It was difcovered, that the 
principal apartments of our houfe were too low; fo it was unroof- 
ed, to have fome feet added to its height, and a new lead-covered 
platform put a-top, to command a view of a particular turn of 
the river that runs through the grounds, This kept us two win- 
ters in one of our tenant’s houfes, in which too, all the time we 
were in it, fomething or other was a-doing: fo that the carpen- 
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ters hammer was heard every hour of the day. We had fcarce 
got back to our own houfe again, when it was found that the 
water came through our lead-covered platform: fo he had the 
pleafure of having that changed into a cupola, with a roof of a 
different conftruction ; for the view of the river was ftill to be 
preferved. But next year, my hufband difcovered that a plan- 
tation was neceflary on a particular knoll; fo the view of the ri- 
ver we had paid fo much for, was fhut out byaclump. The 
garden was the next fubject of amendment, in which an excellent 
fruit-wall was pulled down, to have it rebuilt on a new plan; by 
which new plan we have got a very beautiful wall, and trees ad- 
mirably well drefled, but unfortunately we have loft all our fruit. 
The fame thing happened by our acquifition of a new pigeon- 
houfe, which, notwith{tanding the well-known fuperftition of its 
boding the death of the wife, my hufband ventured to build. 
Luckily | furvive the omen; but we have fcarcely had a pigeon- 
pie fince. In point of ornamental alterations, the fame variety 
has taken place: We had firft a fmooth green lawn, though at 
the expence of cutting down fome of the fineft timber in the coun- 
try; we then got a ferpentine fhrubbery, which within thefe two 
years has been dug up, to make room for a field with dropping 
trees, fenced by a ha-ha! 

While he was beautifying his houfe and grounds, Mr Buftle 
was not inattentive to the improvement of his eftate. After getting 
a new furvey made of it by a very fine gentleman who came from 
your town in a poft chaife and four, he fat down one morning 
with the plan before him, a fcale and a pair of compaffes in his 
hand, and that gentleman at his elbow; and while I was pour- 
ing out their tea, they raifed the rents of it 200 per cent. as Mr 
Quadrant was pleafed to exprefs himfelf. Prefently all our former 
tenants were turned out of their farms, except a few young men 
whom the late Mr Buftle, for what reafon I know not, had 
marked in his rent-roll with a +, and a new fet put into poffef- 
fion, who, as Mr Quadrant faid, knew the capabilities of ground, 
Then there was fuch a pulling down of walls to make little fields 
large, and a planting of hedges to make large fields little; every 
thing in fhort was turned topfy turvy: but what won’t people do 
to get rich? Mr Quadrant’s calculations, however, have not an- 
fwered with all the exactnefs we expected. The eftate indeed, 
as our old fteward told me, was confiderably increafed in its 
rent; “ but, a-well-a-day ! my Lady,” faid he, “ it nets nothing.” 
So Mr Buftle was obliged to alter that plan, after he had tried it 
tor feveral years, He has got fome of the old tenants back a- 
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gain; but a confiderable part of his eftate he has referved in his 
own hands, of which he fays he will treble the produce, by turn- 
ing it into a fheep-walk. During this period, likewife, he has 
made feveral attempts to difcover coal; and about three years ago, 
narrowly miffed being worth L. 10,000 a-year by the unexpected 
failure of a lead-mine. Thefe are Mr Buftle’s ferious occupa- 
tions; his amufements are no lefs various, and he is equally ar- 
dent in his purfuit of them, He is a hunter, a fhooter, and an 
angler; breaks his own horfes, trains his own dogs, and is rec- 
koned the moft expert cocker within a hundred miles of us. 

To do him juftice, however, he is by no means {elfifh, either 
in his bufinefs or his pleafures. If any of his neighbours has an 
eftate to be fold, a farm to be let, a garden to be laid out, a houfe 
to be built, a horfe to be broke, or a pointer to be made; Mr 
Buftle will ride half a dozen miles at any time to give them his af- 
fiftance and advice. 

Unfortunately his own family are almoft the only perfons of 
whom he does not bufy himfelf in the management and fuper- 
intendance, To our two daughters I have endeavoured to give 
fome little education at home; for my hufband was always fo oc- 
cupied, either with his own affairs, or the affairs of other people, 
that though I often prefled him to fend them to fome place 
where they could acquire the accomplifhments fuitable to their 
fex and rank in life, he always delayed the meafure till fomehow 
or other the opportunity was loft. As for our three boys, they 
have coft me many an uneafy moment. They were fent to an 
academy in Yorkfhire, to grafs, as my hufband phrafed it, at 
firft, with a long plan for their education afterwards; but at 
grafs they continued tll within thefe few months, when they re- 
turned home perfect colts indeed, with abundance of health and 
ftrength to be fure, but without a word of language that could 
be underftood, in their mouths, or a fingle idea worth the having, 
in their heads. They had acquired, it is true, fome knowledge, 
of which their father has made confiderable ufe fince their return, 
and with which he appears fo well pleafed as to have little 
thoughts of fending them any where elfe. 1 have heard him de- 
clare with much exultation, that he would back them at riding 
a horfe, trowling for a pike, or trimming a cock, againft any 
three boys of their age in the kingdom. 

He finds the more occafion for their affiftance as deputies in 
matters of this kind, as of late he has betaken himfelf chiefly to 
the bufinefs of the public, having taken a very ftrong inclination 
to promote the good of his country. The death of a gentleman 
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who had been long in the commiffion of the peace, has thrown the 
bufinefs of that department chiefly on Mr Buftle, who now does 
little elfe but fludy law-cafes, convene meetings about highways, 
turnpikes, bridges, and game-licences, and ride all over the 
county, difpenfing juftice, redrefling wrongs, removing nuifances, 
and punifhing delinquents. In this the activity and eagernefs of 
his nature has fometimes, I am afraid, in the practice of his of- 
fice, got the better of the knowledge he had ftored up on the 
theory of it. Befides receiving feveral incendiary letters, which 
he did not value arufh, and even | fhould have had the courage 
to defpife, there are two or three actions of aflault and falfe im- 
prifonment raifed againft him, for acts done in the courfe of keep- 
ing the peace of the country. Indeed his plans for keeping the 
peace have turned out, like fome others formed with the be(t in- 
tention in the world, exactly the reverie of what he expected 
from them, the country having been in perpetual war ever fince 
he began putting them in execution. There have been fuch bick- 
erings amongft the Gentlemen about widening of roads, remo- 
ving of dunghills, pulling down cottages, and punithing of va- 
grants, that one half of the neighbours are fcarce in {peaking 
terms with the other. Some of them, who are enemies to the pa- 
triotic meafures of Mr bufile, have, I underftand, privately ftir- 
red up and fupported thofe law-fuits in which his public {pirit 
has involved him, Thefe I cannot help being uneafy about, as of 
very ferious confequence to his fortune and family; but he him- 
felf feems not to regret them in the leaft. He affures me he {hall 
carry them all with coits, and talks rather with fatisfaction of 
going to town to affift in their management. If you fhould hap- 
pen to meet with him, Mr Lounger, | fhould be happy, for my 
part, if you could teach him fomewhat of your love of eafe and 
indolence. I have many reafons for wifhing to forego all the re- 
putation he will acquire by his activity, fora little peace and quiet. 
There is afaying of his father’s, which | have heard the fame 
eld fteward | mentioned before repeat very often, but Mr Buftle 
would never pay any regard toit: “ When things are well as 
“‘ they are, he’s a fool who tries how they may be.” 


lam, &c. 
BARBARA BUSTLE. 
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